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The  People's  Congress,  held  at  Graalf- 
Reinet  on  May  31.  1900,  was  a  demon- 
stration of  public  opinion  such  as  South 
Africa  has  never  before  witnessed.  It 
will  certainly  stand  as  a  landmark  in 
Colonial1  history.  It  was  the  spon- 
taneous expression  by  a  people  of  their 
conviction,  based  upon  their  own  indi- 
vidual experience,  as  to  the  way  in  , 
which  their  country  could  alone  be 
«ave;l  from  ruin. 

The  Congress  was  convened  in  the 
following  notice:  — 

PEOPLE'S  CONGRESS. 

A  People's  Congress  will  be  held  at 
•Graaff-Reinet  on  Thursday,  the  31st 
May. 

The  objects  of  the  Congress  are:  — 

(1)  To  declare     the     opinion     of     the 
majority  of  Cape  Colonists  in  regard  to 
the  causes  of  this  war. 

(2)  To  declare  that  the  annexation  of 
the  Republics  would  be  disastrous     to 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  Sou:h  Africa. 

(3)  To  express    the     opinion     of     the 
people  as  to  what  shouM  be  the  settle- 
ment after  the  war. 

(4)  To  decide  upon  and  to  adopt   the 
best  means  of  acquainting  the   British 
nation  with  the  real  facts  of  the  South 
African  situation,  and  with  the  opinions 
of  this  Congress. 

Every  one  in  sympathy  with  the  above 
four  objects  is  most  earnestly  invited 
to  attend. 

Proceedings  will  commence  at  8  a.m. 

Resolutions  to  be  proposed  at  the 
Congress  should  be  sent  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  the  Secretary. 

People  intending  to  attend  the  Con- 
gres.s,  and  who  wish  to  have  accommoda- 
tion reserved  for  them,  should  at  once 
notify  the  Secretaiy.  Special  accom- 
modation will  be  reserved  for  ladies. 

Invitation  Committee: — Messrs.  J. 
F.  du  Toit  M.L.C.,  J-  H.  Smith, 
M.L.A..  P.  K.  Te  Water,  ex-M.L.A., 
Jouberr,  C.  G.  Joubert,  C.  P.  Lieben- 
ber"  J.  Hayward.  W.  Liebenberg,  G. 
F.  Joubert.  J.  de  Klerk.  James  Murray, 
W.  A.  Ens'.in,  Johannes  Jansen,  C. 
Slabbert,  C.  van  der  Berg,  C.  F. 
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Goedhals.  J.  Muller,  C.  Yisser,  I.  J. 
Haarhof.  P.  Davel,  C.  H.  O.  Marais.  L. 
Goedhals,  rL.  de  Klerk,  C.  J.  Marais, 
and  G.  F.  Smith,  of  Graaff-Reinet. 
Secretary,  G.  F.  Smith.  Address: 
Graaff-Reinet .  Cape  Colony. 

This  notice  was  published  on  May  17. 
Great  difficulties  were  experienced  in 
giving  it  the  necessary  publicity  in  the 
short  time  available.  Towns  noar.y 
1,000  miles  apart  had  to  be  reached, 
districts  far  from  any  railway,  where 
the  postman  makes  but  weoid^  visits, 
bringing  the  mails  over  hundreds  of 
miles  by  cart.  Nor  was  it  always  pos- 
sible to  use  the  telegraph,  for  in  some 
cases  military  censors  (whose  clu*-i?s  are 
supposed  to  be  non-political)  took  it 
upon  themselves  to  forbid  th^  ti any- 
mission  of  telegraphic  messages  an- 
nouncing the  Congress,  even  when  su-'-h 
a  message,  giving  nothing  but  the 
notice  in  condensed  form,  was  sent  10 
a  place  like  Malmesbury,  which  has 
never  been  under  ''Martial  Law."  .v.id 
where  the  military  had  no  more  :  Ijrht 
to  stop  a  telegram  than  they  would 
have  the  right  to  stop  one  betwefn 
London  and  Birmingham.  Ihe  con- 
veners of  the  Congress  were  net  to  bo 
discouraged,  however,  by  the  mere  re- 
turn of  a  telegram  marksd  "Hefusad" 
by  the  military  censor.  It  was  simply 
another  sample  of  military  dc->po; -sin 
;i'"1  of  mi'.irary  interference  :n  matters 
purely  political.  Nor  were  they  dis- 
appointed by  the  result,  for  in  spite  of 
the  short  notice,  of  interference  by  the 
military,  and  of  threats  by  the  Jingo 
press,  so  many  people  had  gathered  to- 
gether fiom  all  parts  of  the  Colony  to 
attend  the  meeting  on  May  31  that  rot 
a  hall  in  Graa-ff-Reinet  would  have  been 
large  enough  to  hold  a  third  of  them. 
It  was  variously  estimated  that  from 
two  to  four  thousand  people  were  pr«j- 
sent,  the  leading  Jingo  paper  of  Cape 
Town  giving  the  number  as  fifteen  hun- 
dred, which  may  be  taken  as  the  lowest 
estimate  seriously  given. 
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A  large   proportion   of  these      »,ecple 
were   the  duly   accredited   delegates   oi 
the  various  districts  in  the  Colony,  and 
represented  the  many  t'housaads  of  IE  en 
and  women  who  were  unable  to  be  pre-  ; 
sent  in  person.     Thus  Mrs.  Cronwnght-  i 
Sohreiner  (Olive   Schreiner)      fu>d      -Mi- 
Albert  Cartwright  were  delegated  from  , 
Cape  Town ;   from  Stellenbosoh  (a  thou-  i 
sand  miles   away   from      Graatf -Reins' ) 
came  Messr*.  M.  C.  Neethling.  marnbt-r 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  G.  Krige  and  , 
J.  H.  Marais.  members  of  the  Legisla-  < 
tive  Assembly,  and  Messrs.  J.  du  To't,  , 
P.  J.  Carinus,     A.  de  Waal     «nd     E. 
Wium  :    from  Middielburg  came  Messrs- 
M.  J.   Pretorius,   M.L.C.,      D.     J.      du  i 
Plessis,  M.L.A.,   A.  Labuschagne.      K. 
Post  ran  us,   B.   Vorsetr,   A.      u  Toit,  P.  ; 
du    Toit,  P.  van  der  Walt,  A.  van    der 
Merwe.   I).  J.   du   Plessi.s,   jun..   S.   W.  j 
Vorster,      and      others.       Representing 
Graaff-Reinet   itself  there  were  Messrs. 
P.   F.   du  Toit,   M.L.C..   J.   H.    Smith, 
M.L.A.,  F.   G.   te  Water,      ox-L.M.A., 
James   Murray,   John  U-iyvar.l,    C.   G.  ! 
Joubert.  C.   Hoe,  J.  Enslin.  C.   H.   O. 
Marais.  and,  in  fact,  all  the  loading  iii°n  ! 
of  the  town.     From  such  widely  sepa-  , 
rated     countries     as     Cradock,     Paarl, 
Somerset    East.    Hanover    and    Willow- 
more,    among   many   others,    the   ablest 
and  most  influential  men  were  sent  to 
represent    their   people,    not   politically 
but  nationally,   not  for  one      race      as 
against   affother,   but   on   behalf  of  the 
English.    Scotch.    French,    Dutch.    Ger-  ' 
man.   and   other   elements     that  go   to 
make  up  the  Africander  population. 

As  there  was  no  hall  in  Graaff-Reiuet 
large  enough  to  hold  the  assembly,  the 
show-ground  was  used  for  the  purpose. 
A  large  number  of  ladies  were  present, 
including  Mrs.  Cronwright-Schreiner 
from  Ctpe  Town,  Miss  Molteno  and  Miss 
Green  from  Port  Elizabeth,  and  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  many  of  the 
delegates.  They  sat  in  the  Grand 
Stand,  but  there  were  no  seats  for  the 
men.  so  in  the  large  open  enclosure  of 
the  ground,  with  no  protection  from  the 
blazing  African  sun,  the  delegates — old 
men  and  young  alike — stood  for  nearly 
eight  hours,  intent  upon  the  proceed- 
ings, thinking  it  no  hardship  thuft  to 
prove  their  devotion  to  the  cause  which 
had  brought  them  together. 


From  beginning  to  end  the  proceed- 
ings were  so  unanimous  that  a  call  to. 
order  was  not  once  necessary. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Smith  M.L.A.,  of  Graaff- 
Reinet,  after  cordially  welcoming  the 
delegates,  moved  that  Mr.  J.  N.  P.  de 
Vil'liers,  ex-Civil  Commissioner  and 
Resident  Magistrate  of  Worcester, 
•'  brother  of  our  respected  Chief 
Justice,"  should  be  invited  to  act  as 
chairman  of  the  Congress 

Mr.  Krige,  M.L.A.  (Stelienbosch),  in 
seconding  the  motion,  said  that  Mr.  De 
Villiers  had  already  done  much  for  the 
Africanders.  In  spite  of  his  great  age 
he  had  come  to  this  Congress  as  a  fur- 
ther proof  of  his  desire  to  devote  hi* 
remaining  years  to  the  cause  of  hi* 
people.  Mr.  De  Villiers  was  then, 
unanimously  elected  to  the  chair. 

CHAIRMAN'S  ADDRESS. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  pro- 
ceedings, expressed  his  thanka  for  the 
honour  which  the  Congress  had  done 
him  by  electing  him  as  their  Chairman, 
for  he  felt  it  was  a  great  honour  to  pre- 
side over  such  an  important  and  influen- 
tial gathering.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  re- 
solutions to  be  proposed  and  the  matter* 
to  be  discussed  were  of  great  and  vital 
importance,  not  only  to  the  Colony,  but 
to  the  whole  of  South  Africa,  and  it 
behoved  them  to  discuss  such  matter* 
temperately  and  properly.  It  was  an  old 
South  African  custom,  and  a  good  one, 
before  commencing  any  undertaking  of 
importance  to  invoke  the  bless- 
ings  of  Almighty  God.  without 
Whose  guiding  hand  and  help 
they  could  not  hope  to  make  the  Con- 
gress a  success,  and  he  therefore  called 
upon  them  to  join  with  him  in  an  appeal, 
that  such  assistance  and  blessing  might 
not  be  wanting. 

All  present  bared  and  bowed  the  c 
h earls,  while  Mr  De  Villiers.  in  a  short 
and  impressive  prayer,  invoked  God's 
grace  upon  their  deliberations,  and  ex- 
pre.>sed  the  earnest  hope  that  whatever 
might  be  said  and  done  might  tend  to 
be  beneficial  to  the  country  and  people, 
and  to  the  restoration  and  preservation 
of  that  peace  which  they  all  prayed  and 
strove  for. 

The  Chairman  then  resumed  his  re- 
marks, and  said  that  he  wished  and 
trusted  everyone  would  speak  in  a  tem- 
perate, though  sincere  and  firm,  man- 
ner, remembering  always  that  as  sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  they 
had  the  right  to  express  their  opinions 
anJ  ventilate  their  grievances,  and  that 
there  rested  on  them  the  responsibility 
which  rested  on  all  loyal  subjects,  not 
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to  abuse  their  privileges  or  show  that 
they  were  unworthy  of  being  considered 
loval  subjects.  (Hear,  hear.)  Nothing 
would  be  lost  by  being  temperate  in 
speec  i,  and  nothing,  he  was  sure,  would 
be  gained  by  being  needlessly  aggres- 
sive. They  all  esteemed  it  a  privilege 
to  be  able  to  hold  a.  Congress  and  to 
express  their  feelings  clearly  and  freely, 
and  he  thanked  all  those  he  saw  before 
him  for  the  pains  they  had  taken  to 
attend.  Moreover,  he  felt  sure  that  the 
ladies  present  were  at  heart  with  the 
objects  of  the  Congress,  and  he  was  glad 
to  see  that  so  many  had  attended. 
(Cheers.)  It  showed  conclusively  that 
they  took  a  deep  and  earnest  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  their  country. 

SECRETARIES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr  Marais,  Messrs  ; 
Gideon  F.  Smith  and  R.  W.  Mohr  were  j 
elected  Joint  Secretaries  of  the  Congress. 
GREETINGS. 

Mr  Mohr  read  a  sheaf  of  letters  ana  | 
a  bundle  of  telegrams  from  all  parts  of  i 
the   Colony,   all   sympathising   with   the  ! 
objects  of  the  Congress  and  wishing  it 
every  success.        The  first  of  the  bacch 
was     a     letter     from     the     Rev.     Dr.  i 
Kolbe       (R.C.),       which     read     as     fol-  | 
lows  :  — "  St.   Mary's,   Cape   Town     Mav  j 
28,    1900.— G.    F. 'Smith,    Esq.,    Graaff-  ! 
Reinet.     Dear  Sir, — I      deeply      regret 
that  my  professional  duties  do  not  per- 
mit me  to  be  with  you  at  the  Congress 
in  Graaff-Reinet.     I  think  it  a  time  in 
which   every   lover      of      this      country 
should  speak  out  for  justice  and  peace 
without-  fear  or  calculation.     If  I  could 
come   amongst  you  at   this  juncture.   I 
should    speak    as    openly    and    emphati- 
cally as  I  have  written.       I  know  the 
South  African  ~eople  too  well  not  to  be  j 
sure   that   violent  measures      such      as 
annexation  of  the  Republics  will  leave 
behind   them  a  bitter  feud  for  genera- 
tions.    The    South    African    nationality 
is  no  longer  a  baby  to  be  spanked  into 
submission  ;    it  is  a  youth  conscious  of 
growing    maturity,     and     having     been 
once   entrusted   with   a   latch-key   it   is  i 
not  likely  to  bear  without   resentment,  ! 
the  discipline  of  being  once  more  tied  i 
to  apron   strings.     I  wish   the  proceed-  | 
ings   of  the  Congress   God's      speed. — I  ; 
am.  yours  faithfully,  F.  C.  Kolbe." 

The       Rev.       Dr.     Andrew     Murray, 
of  Wellington,  regretted  his  inability  to  i 
accept  the  invitation   to  be   present   at 
the  Congress,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
letter   wrote :     "  I   sincerely   trust    your 
deliberations      may      promote   the   true 
peace  of  the  country,  and  accelerate  tlu> 
time  when   our  beloved  fatherland  may 
aeu'n  enjoy  the  blessinss  of  such  peace.''  ; 
Brother  ministerst  o  the  Gospel.  Rev.  J.  ' 


H.  Hofmeyr,  of  Somerset  East  (the 
Moderator  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  South  Africa),  Rev.  Mr  Pien- 
aar,  of  Uitenhage,  Rev.  Mr  Van  Nie- 
kerk.  Rev.  Mr  Moorrees,  of  the  Paarl, 
Rev.  Mr  Hofmevr,  Rev.  Mr  De  Villiers, 
of  Carnarvon,  Rev.  Mr  Ross,  of  Lady 
Grey,  Rev.  Mr  Rossouw,  of  George,  Rev. 
Mr  Herholdt,  Rev.  Messrs  Weich  F  du 
Toit,  Botha,  Cilliers,  Radloff,  and  Weich, 
and  many  other  gentlemen  sent  tele- 
grams or  letters  of  sympathy  and  their 
wishes  for  success.  There  still  remained 
a  large  pile,  and  as  time  was  pressing, 
these  were  left  unread,  a  few  of  the  more 
important  names  being  mentioned. 
There  was  a  telegram  from  Dr  Beck, 
M.L.A.,  another  from  Messrs  C-  Searle, 
M.L.A.,  and  Raubenheimer.  M.L.A.r 
one  from  Mr  Theron,  M.L.A.  (Chairman 
of  the  Africander  Bond),  a  letter  from 
the  Africanders  at  Achter  Hex  River, 
in  Worcester,  another  in  which  2,000 
Africanders  united  in  wishing  the  Con- 
gress success  through  their  representa- 
tive, Mr.  A.  P.  de  Villiers,  a  telegram 
from  Mr.  P.  S.  Kuhn,  M.L.A..  and  many 
others.  From  all  parts  of  the  Colony, 
those  who  through  business  duties,  ill- 
ness, or  any  other  reason  save  want  of 
sympathy  had  been  prevented  from  at- 
tending the  Congress  sent  their  best 
wishes  for  its  success. 


FIRST  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Mohr  (Uitenhaage) 
responded  to  the  Chairman's  in- 
vitation for  resolutions,  by  moving  the 
following :  — 

Whereas  at  the  last  General  Election  in 
Cape  Colony  the  Africanders  proved 
that  they  constitute  the  majority 
of  Cape  Colonists  ;  and  whereas  the 
war  and  the  events  leading  up  to 
the  war  have  unified  the  ranks  of 
Africanderdom,  and  have  thereby 
increased  the  Africander  vote  since 
the  last  General  Election ;  and. 
whereas  we,  assembled  in  Congress 
from  nearly  all  the  districts  in  the 
Colony,  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  opinions  of  our  Africander 
neighbours  and  know  that  we  speak 
on  their  behalf  as  well  as  on  our 
own.  Therefore  be  it  resolved  that 
all  resolutions  to  be  passed  by  this 
Congress  will  represent,  on  the 
matters  dealt  with,  the  opinions  of 
the  majority  of  Cape  Colonists. 
In  moving  the  resolution,  Mr.  Mohr 
said  one  of  the  first  objects  of  the  Coiu 
gress  was  to  declare  the  opinion  of  the 
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majority  of  Cape  Colonists  with  regard 
to  the  causes  of  the  war  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  annexation  of  the  Repub- 
lics.    They,   men  and   women   of   South 
Africa,  whether  they  had  been  born  in 
the  country  or  had  come  from     other 
lands,  had  made  it  their  home  and  its 
people  their  people.     They  represented 
the      majority,   and   they  had   no   fals-? 
modesty  in  asserting  a  fact  which  luxd 
been  clearly  and  definitely     proved  at 
the  last  general  election,  when  the  Af- 
ricander      Party     won     by     an     over- 
whelming     majority.       (Hear,      hear.) 
Those   whom  he   saw  before     him   were 
Colonists — South  Africans  who  had  an 
abiding  interest  in  the  country,      men 
and   women  who  were  thoroughly      ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  South  Africa,  and  whose  interest  in 
its       well-being       would       never       flag, 
since     it     was     more     than     a     passing 
interest.     (Hear,    hear.)     There   was    a 
certain  section  of  the  Press  who  could 
never  see  anything  good  in  that  which 
bore     the     title     "  Africander."     That 
section  of  the  Press  would  assert  that 
the  Congress     did     not     represent  the  ; 
voice  of  the  majority  of  South  Africans 
and  would  adduce,  in  support  of  their 
allegations     the     assertion  that  at  th^ 
last  General  Election,      the      "  Aggres-  j 
sive  "  or  as  some  called  it,  the  Progres-  , 
sive  Party  (laughter),     although  it  did  > 
not  obtain  the  victory,   obtained  never-  j 
theless  the  majority  of  votes — in     fact 
that  the  majority  of  people  in  the  Col- 
ony were  Jingoes.  That  was  one  of  those 
half-lies  that   were  blacker  than    whole 
lies.  The  Rhodesites  made  a  mistake  in 
their  calculation      by      counting  every 
man  who  had  not   voted,  in  those  dis- 
tricts wheri?  Rhodesite  candidates  had 
been     returned     unopposed  as  a  Jingo 
voter.       They       pretended       that       as 
Mr.         Smuts         and         Mr.         Innes. 
two       anti-Bond        candidates.          had 
been          returned         unopposed          for  | 
the  Cape     Division,     all  the  voters  in 
thnt    division   were    Rhodesite.        That  \ 
w::s  far  from  being  the  case.     African- 
der  voters   in   such   instances   had    ab- 
stained  from   voting,   for   they  had    r,.) 
money  to  waste  in  running  a  candidate 
for  a  constituency  where  there  was  ab- 
solutely no  chance  of  success.          The 
Rhodesites  had  the  money  and  wasted 
it,  as  for  instance      at     Graaff-Reintt 
v  here  the  Rhodes  candidate  had  abso- 
lutely no  chance  of  success,  yet  opposed 
Dr.  Te  Water  and  Mr.  Smith.     Never- 
theless,  the   few   votes   the      candidate 
obtained     were  added   to  the  total   of 
Jingo      voters.        (Hear,       hear.)        By 
"  Africanders "      he     did       not       mean 
solely  those  of  Dutch  extraction,     and 
he  trusted  that  those  who  defined   fhe 


term  Africander  in  that  way  would  ab- 
stain from  voting  for  the  resolution. 
By  Africander  he  meant  those  who  had 
adopted  this  country  as  their  home,  as 
he  had  done.  (Hear,  hear.*  They 
owed  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  all 
who  had  taken  up  that  sound  position 
— amongst  others  to  the  Native  leader, 
Mr  Jabavu.  (Prolonged  cheering.) 

Proceeding  Mr.  Mohr  referred  to  the 
Natal  Jingoes  who  had  threatened  to 
"  cut  the  painter "  unless  their  warlike 
wishes  were  acceeded  to,  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  British  flag  had  been 
dragged  through  the  mud.  not 
so  many  years  ago.  by  "loyal" 
Jingoes  in  Kimberley.  South  Africans 
were  really  loyal  and  did  not  think  it 
necessary  or  noble  to  indulge  in  threats. 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  himself  admitted 
the  right  which  every  man  had  to  criti- 
cise the  Government,  and  he  (Mr.  Mohr) 
was  sure  everyone  would  agree  that 
South  Africans  were  justified  and  only 
within  their  rights  in  protesting  against 
what  they  looked  on  as  a  wrong  and 
injustice.  Hear,  hear.)  Concluding, 
the  speaker  said  that  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted embodied  a  fact  well-known  to 
everyone  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
Colony,  though  perhaps  not  so  well 
known  in  England — namely,  that  the 
Africanders,  of  English.  Dutch,  or 
whatever  extraction  formal  the  Majo- 
rity of  the  Colonists,  and  that  their 
claims  and  wishes  were  entitled  to  the 
most  serious  consideration.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Gideon  Krige.  M.L.A.  (Stellen- 
bosch),  said  that  he  had  great  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  resolution.  It  had 
been  so  ably  supported  b\  Mr.  Mohr 
that  in  the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make 
he  preferred  to  deal  generally  with  the 
questions  which  had  led  to  the  conven- 
ing of  this  Congress.  So.  getting  at 
once  to  the  point,  the  English  maintain- 
ed that  the  direct  cause  of  the  war  was 
the  Transvaal  ultimatum,  but  this  he 
denied  in  toto.  The  cause  of  the  war 
could  be  traced  back  to  1896  because  the 
stones  had  been  thrown  into  the  water, 
and  the  waves  caused  bv  those  stones, 
the  waves  that  had  ever  been  threaten- 
ing them,  had  now  broken  over  them. 
The  Jameson  Raid  was  the  origin  of  the 
miserable  situation  to  which  they  had 
now  been  brought.  What  were  the  con- 
sequences of  that  crime?  Let  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Africanders,  let  the  blood 
and  the  tears  that  had  flowed  in  such 
profusion  supply  the  answer.  They  had 
been  cast  upon  the  earth,  and  were  lying 
there  a  heloless  prey.  Remember  the 
widows,  the  orphans,  the  mained.  the 
slain.  What  they  in  South  Africa  were 
suffering,  those  in  England  were  feeling 
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to  a  very  much  smaller  extent.  And 
they,  who  knew  the  causes,  had  the  ful- 
lest right  to  express  their  opinion.  Let 
them  express  it  in  clear  and  powerful 
language,  with  the  consciousness  that 
tnrough  them,  the  majority  of  South 
Africans  were  giving  vent  to  their  feel- 
ings and  convictions. 

Mr.  M.  M.  Venter,  of  Philip's  Town, 
ex-M.L.A.  (and  until  the  war  a 
Rhodesite),  supported.  He  said  that 
the  mere  fact  of  this  great  gathering 
having  assembled  here  from  all  parts  of 
the  Colony  was  sufficient  proof  in  itself 
that  something  was  wrong.  Mr.  Mohr 
had  pointed  out  that  the  Africanders 
form  the  majority  of  the  people.  That 
majority  had  done  its  best  to  prevent 
the  war.  out  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts 
it  had  broken  out.  They  had  protested, 
they  hadi  be — ed  but  to  no  avail. 
And  now  it  was  but  natural 
that  they  should  sympathise  with  the 
Republics.  The  trouble  was  that  a 
large  body  of  tradesmen  were  working 
for  higher  dividends.  They  had  met 
together  to  protest  against  this  in- 
iquity. They  were  protesting  in  a  per- 
fectly orderly  way,  quite  unlike  some 
gatherings  they  had  read  of  as  having 
been  held  in  Trafalgar  Square.  They 
had  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  to 
protest  and  to  declare  that  if  the  Re- 
publics were  annexed,  then  for  the  first 
time,  and  for  the  first  time  only. 
Hell  wouM  break  loose  in  South 
Africa.  Many  of  those  who  had  come 
out  here  to  visit  the  country  since  the 
war  broke  out  were  beginning  t°  realise 
this,  and  were  beginning  to  realise  too 
that  the  Boers  were  very  much  like 
themselves.  English  though  they  were. 
One  English  soldier  had  told  him  that 
it  seemed  to  him  that  he  had  come  to 
South  Africa  to  shoot  his  own  country- 
men. But  before  the  war  the  English 
people  had  een  bewitched  by  a  clique 
which  had  insisted  vehementlv  that 
Kruger  would  "climb  down."  The  Pre 
siclent  had  done  no  such  thing,  even 
after  eight  months  of  up-hill  fighting. 
On  the  contrary,  he  and  his  men  had 
fought  grandly  and  stubbornly,  and 
England  bad  already  lesrned  some 
bitter  lessons  that  it  would  never  for- 
get, while  the  lower  classes  in  England, 
no  longer  deafened  by  the  noise  of  the 
Johannesburg  petition,  were  beginning 
to  find  out  that  the  situation  here  had 
bee  i  pro-sly  misrepresented  to  them. 
Thi-  !nncl  belonged  to  the  pio:eers  and 
to  the  neople  who  had  made  it  their 
home,  not  to  the  riff-raff  who  had  been 
washed  to  our  shores,  to  come  but  to 
go  and  who  now  wished  to  dominate  the 
real  settlers. 


Proceeding,  Mr.  Venter  said  that 
there  could  be  no  question  of  friendship 
if  the  Africanders  were  to  be  trodden 
under  foot,  and  he  referred  to  the  evi- 
dences of  this  feeling  already  existing 
and  ;to  the  movement  now  gaining 
ground  in  the  Colony  to  boycott  English 
trade.  He  expressed  his  conviction  that 
the  annexation  of  the  Republics  would 
virtually  mean  the  declaration  of  com- 
mercial, social  and  political  warfare  be- 
tween the  two  races  in  South  Africa. 


SECOND  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Pretorius,  M.L.C.  (Middel- 
burg),  moved  a  resolution  as  follows  :  — 

Be  it  resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  Cape  Colonists  that 
the  chief  and  most  immediate  cause 
of  this  war  was  the  unwarrantable 
and  intolerable  interference,  by  the 
British  Ministry  at  London,  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  South  African 
Republic. 

Mr.  Pretorius  said  that  this  was  A 
serious  moment  in  the  history  of  South 
Africa.  The  duty  of  proposing  this  im- 
portant resolution  had  been  entrusted 
to  him,  and  hoping  they  would  pardon 
him.  if  'he  were  not  clear  on  certain 
points,  he  would  mention  a  few  facts 
which,  proved  the  unlawful  inter- 
meddling of  the  Imperial  Ministry  with 
the  internal' affairs  of  the  Transvaal.  He 
wouil'd  have  'to  carry  his  hearers  back  to 
the  years  1834  and  1836,  and  perhaps  to 
even  earlier  times.  From  the  time  of 
the  sale  of  the  Cape  by  Holland  to  Eng- 
land there  had  always  beea  a  part  of 
'the  population  which  had  no  desire  to 
be  subject  to  the  Imperial  Government. 
The  instinct  for  freedom  implanted  by 
God  in  the  Huguenots  had  still  been  ait 
work  in  their  breasts.  Before  he  pro- 
ceeded further  he  wished  to  emphasise 
the  point  thialt  they  were  not  gathered 
together  to  speak  against  the  Queen,  but 
that  itlheir  object  was  to  express  their 
disapproval  of  the  wrong  policy  which 
'had  been  followed  by  the  Queen's 
Ministers  and  by  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany. Resuming  the  subject,  he  ex- 
plained how  the  Republics  were  estab- 
lished by  the  Africanders  who  were 
driven  out  of  Natel1.  The  interference 
of  England  in  their  affairs  bega.n,  how- 
ever, anew,  until  the  Convention  of  1684 
was  agreed  upon.  Then  there  was  rest 
until  the  annexation  of  1887  took  place, 
followed  by  the  passive  resistance  of  the 
burghers,  until  the  ar  of  Independence 
of  1881  broke  out,  which  effected  inde- 
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pendence  under  the  mask  of  suzerainty. 
But  this  proved  un sat isf actor y,  and  in 
1884  entire  internal  independence  was 
given  to  the  Transvaal.  Here  the 
foundation  of  an  enduring  peace  seemed 
to  be  kid,  but  gold  was  discovered. 
Many  arrived  in  the  country  whose  ob- 
ject was  to,  dig  for  gold.  This  they  were 
slowed  to  do;  but — a  something  exists 
which  is  called  "obedience  to  the  coun- 
try's laws."  They  also  had  their  griev- 
ances here  in  the  Colony,  to  which  the 
numerous  petitions  which  lie  hid  in  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  bear  witness  ;  but 
they  had  ever  remained  obedient  to  the 
ITW'S  of  the  land,  and  such  should  also 
'have  been  the  case  in  the  Transvaal.  Ii 
the  years  immediately  following  1884 
nothing  was  heard  of  suzerainty.  Th;s 
claim  was  o:ily  made  when  Johannes- 
burg was  daily  growing  and  extending 
itself.  And  even  now  England  stood 
entirely  a.lone  in  its  assertion  on  this 
subject.  The  whole  world  had  declare! 
itself  on  the  other  s:de,  and  even  in 
England  able  men  ha  1  asserted  that  the 
alleged  Suzerainty  over  the  Transvaal 
had  no  real  existence.  In  the  English 
Ministry  credence  and  hearing  was  only 
given  to  the  petition  from  the  alleged 
21.000  nit  landers,  bu"  from  personal 
knowledge  he  was  prepared  to  assert 
that  signatures  were  bought  at  a  shilling 
apiece.  (A  voice:  What  about  the 
graveyard  votes?)  Then  also  they 
must  remember  that  during  these  times 
of  disturbance  in  the  Transvaal  the 
Jameson  Raid  took  place.  It  was  asked 
who  had  organised  this.  (Voices: 
Rhodes.)  The  heads  of  the  Chartered 
Company  were  concerned  in  it.  but  if 
they  inquired  further  they  would  finally 
come  to  the  British:  Ministry ;  yea,  to 
Mr.  Chamberlain  himself.  Returning. 
then,  to  the  actions  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, he  asked  why  the  Cape  Colony 
and  Natal  had  taken  so  much  trouble 
to  gain  self-government.  The  reason 
for  this  was  found  in  the  fact  that 
owing  to  the  great  distance  from  Eng- 
land, the  Imperial  Government  did  not 
know  the  true  position  of  affairs  ouit 
here.  He  instanced  the  endeavours  of 
South  Africans  to  preserve  peace  before 
the  outbreak  of  this  war,  and  the  many 
falsehoods  which  had  been  zealously 
circulated  by  the  Jingo  press  in  England 
with  the  intention  of  inflaming  and  ex- 
citing the  British  public  against  the 
Boers.  They  for  their  part  had  en- 
deavoured to  counteract  these  evil  in- 
fluences. The  majority  of  the  Colonials 
had  made  their  voice  lieard.  They  had 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  Republics  to 
an  agreement,  and  had  almost  suc- 


ceeded, when  jealousy  and  slander  had 
snatched     away     the     fruits     of     their 
labours.     In   a   conversation   which      he 
had  had  with  the  Governor  on  the  5th 
October  of  last  year  he  asked  whether 
the  intention  was  to  bring  the  popula- 
tion      together       at       the       point       of 
I  the      bayonet.        The       answer      was: 
1  No ;        unless       they         support          us 
willingly     we    will     not       force      them 
i  to  do  so-     But   how  could   affection   be 
\  expected  in  a   land  that  was  drenched 
i  with  blood?     Could  a  true  peace  arise 
i  from   such   circumstances  as  existed   at 
I  present  in  the  north  of  the  Colony?     If 
:  there  was  one  thing  that  could  tear  the 
British  Empire  asunder,  that  thing  was 
the  policy     of     Chamberlain     and     Sir 
1  Alfred   Milner.     They   would   not   be   in 
this  position  to-dav   if  the     advice     of 
486.000  Africanders  had  been  listened  to. 
Why  was  it   that   Australia,   which   was 
'  almost   free,   refused   to  allow  itself  to 
be  bound  by  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  Eng- 
!  land  ?        Because   everyone   best      knew 
how  he  should  build  his  own  1  ou-.e,  with 
reference  to  his  own  peculiai    surround- 
:  ings,  so  as  to  remain  oroteotel  from  the 
,  rain.     (Applause.)     If   the   British    Em- 
pire wished  truly  ro  prove  its  greatness, 
it    should   remove   their      cannons      and 
bayonets  from  their  dearly  beloved  land. 
Their  Saviour  had  said  "Who  taketh  up 
the   sword    shall   perish    by   the   sword." 
They  had  prayed  and  begged     for     the 
preservation   of  peace,   but  hearing  was 
alone  given  to  members    of     a     certain 
clique.     Their  fathers     had     lived     be- 
neath the  British  flag,   and     they     de- 
sired to  continue  living  under  that  flag, 
but  they  were  there  to  stand  up  for  the 
right,   remembering  the   precept:    "Do 
ye  right  and  justice."     (Loud  and  pro- 
Itonged  applause.) 

Mr.  J.  Smith,  M.L.A..  (Graaff- 
Reinet),  in  a  brief  speech,  seconded  tii«* 
resolution.  There  was  nothing  more 
desperate  than  a  man  on  the  verge  oJ 
despair,  and  it  was  not  only  a  wroti^ 
but  a  very  foolish  policy  to  reduce  men 
to  that  extremity.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
old  Hueenots  came  here,  not  for  eold, 
but  for  freedom  of  conscience,  and  he 
would  like  to  ask  every  honest  English- 
man how  could  it  be  expected  that 
the  descendents  of  these  men.  who  h"d 
alwavs  rebelled  again>t  oppression 
should  suddenly  become  the  willing 
servants  of  a  foreign  and  hostile  nower, 
which,  from  any  point  of  view  would 
have  deprived  their  country  of 
its  freedom.  He  was  sure  there 
were  Englishmen,  and  many  of 
them,  who  would  deprecate  any 
wrong  or  injustice,  and  if  they 
<?ould  be  convinced  that  South  Africans 
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were  really  treated  iu  a  wrong  and  un- 
just manner  they  would  join  with  the 
jatter  in  their  protests,  it  was  there- 
fore the  duty  of  everyone  to  try  and 
prove  to  these  men  that  such  indeed 
was  unhappily  the  case,  and  to  show  to 
them  the  true  position  of  affairs.  It 
was  the  firm  conviction  of  South  Afri- 
cans that  the  Republics  not  only  de- 
served their  freedom,  but  that  if  they 
were  deprived  of  their  independence 
there  would  be  no  permanent  peace  lor 
South  Africa.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.       Andries      Liebenberg  (Victoria  i 
West)       said       he       could       give    the  i 
resolution      his      fullest     support.       In 
his  opinion  the  true  cause  of    the    war  ; 
was  as  yet  unknown,   but  he  believed 
it  was  a  war  to  avenge  Majuba.     (Hear,  > 
tear.)     It  was  not  for  the  franchise.  i-<r 
President  Kruger  was  quite  prepared  to 
conce.le  that.    Recently  he  had  occasion 
to  speak  to  a  Magistrate  on  the  subject  ' 
of     the     war    and  the  Magistrate  said, 
'•  Oh,  Kruger's  the  cause  of  it.  He  ought 
to   have  given   all   the  uitlanders  their 
votes."    He  (Mr.  Liebenberg)  thereupon 
asked  the  Magistrate  how  it  was  that 
the  latter  had  refused  to  grant  letters 
of  naturalisation  to  a  Jew  who  had  re-  ; 
cently  anplied  for  them,  and  the  Magis-  ' 
trate  said  in  reply  that  he  had  refused 
to  do  so  because  the  Jew  sold  liquor  to  j 
Natives     and     contravened    the  Liquor  \ 
Law   and   he   (the   Magistrate)   did   not  j 
consider  him  fit  to  be  a  voter.     If  the  • 
Jew  was  ref use  1  the  franchise  because 
he      had   supplied   Natives  with   drink, 
how  much  more  just  was  it  to  refuse  the 
franchise  to  men  who  had  taken  up  arms 
against  a  country  of  which  they  wished 
to  become  burghers!     Sir  Alfred  Milner 
was    quite    mistaken    when    he    said    at 
Dordrecht    that    everything    would    be- 
come all  right  as  soon  as  the  war  was 
over.        That    would    not   be   the   case,  i 
Africanders   would   say  farewell   to  the  ' 
English,  and  he  for  one  would  be  sorry,  j 
for  there  were  many  Englishmen  whom  j 
he  respected  and  liked,  since  they  were 
fine  men   in   every   sense   of  the   word,  j 
(Hear,   hear.)     But   thp   Africander  na-  | 
tion  was  a  growing  chiH  and  would  con-  ' 
tinue  ^o  develop  in  strength.     It  might 
have   developed   in      hannonv      nnrl      in 
friendship    with    the    English,    but    the  i 
threat  of  annexation  made  it  seem  pro- 
bable that  race-hatred  would  increase  as 
the  years  went  by    until  it  would   rule 
the       whole     conntrv     with     Sampson's 
strength    and    with    Dingaan's    cunning. 
That,   he  was  sorry  to  say.   seemed  the 
only  likely  result  of  the  war.       (Hear, 
hear.) 

The  Chairman  said  a  movement  had 
recently  been  set  on  foot  which  !>ad  for 
its  object  the  reconciliation  of  the  two 


races  in  South  Africa,  and  he  hoped 
everyone  would  heartily  support  so 
laudable  a  work.  He  deprecated  any 
attempt,  even  in  speech  to  widen  the 
separation  already  existing  in  this 
country.  In  their  battle  for  justice  and 
right  South  Africans  had  need  of  every 
friend,  and  could  not  alienate  any  right- 
loving  Englishman  or  ostracise  him 
simplv  because  of  his  nationality.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  trusted  above  all  that  due 
respect  would  be  paid  to  the  feelings  of 
those  who  differed  in  opinion  from  the 
Africanders,  and  that  nothing  would  be 
said  or  done  needlessly  to  exasperate 
or  annoy  them.  Referring  to  Mr.  Innes 
and  the  "  Mugwump  "  Party,  the  Chair- 
man expressed  his  regret  at  the  action 
of  the  former,  who  had  made  his  choice 
and  chosen  the  side  of  expediency,  much 
to  the  disappointment  and  regret  of 
those  who  had  expected  much  from  him 
—(hear,  hear) — but  at  the  same  time 
they,  the  Africander  Party  were  grlad  of 
the  many  English  friends  and  others 
who  in  this  time  of  trial  had  thrown  in 
their  lot  with  the  cause  of  right  and 
justice.  (Applause.) 

The  motion  before  the  meeting  waas 
then  put  and  unanimously  carried. 

The  Congress  thereupon  adjourned 
for  half-a.n-hour  for  lunch. 


THIRD  RESOLUTION. 

The  first  speaker  in  the  afternoon  was 
Mr  Albert  Cartwright  (Cape  Town), 

who  moved  :  — 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  assistant 
causes  known  to  us  were  d)  the 
violation  of  our  Constitutional 
rights  as  Cape  Colonists  in  having 
the  advice,  wishes,  and  experience 
of  our  Parliamentary  representa- 
tives and  of  the  Colonial  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  ignored  and  over- 
ruled by  the  London  Colonial  Office 
and  its  agents ;  (2)  the  cross  a«d 
often  deliberate  misrepresentations 
by  the  Jingo  press  concerning  the 
affairs  and  peoples  of  South  Africa; 
(3)  the  enormous  difficulty  of  ac- 
quainting the  British  people  with 
the  real  facts  of  the  South  African 
sittiation  in  view  of  the  many 
powerful  influences  at  work  to  mis- 
lead them. 

Mr.       Cartwright       said       that       as 
an        Englishman       he       felt  that 

the  future  of  England  lay  in  her 
Colonies.  His  children,  every  child  born 
in  South  Africa,  was  bound  to  think  first 
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of  South  Africa  ;  it  was  nonsense  to  ex- 
pect that  the  born  South  African  would 
think  first  of  a  country  7,000  miles  away.  ; 
And  it  seemed  to  him  as  an  Englishman 
that  it  was  not  to  the  interest  either 
of  England  or  South  Africa  to  have  a 
good  half  of  the  Europeans  of  South 
Africa  unfriendly  towards  England,  as 
they  would  be  if  the  policy  of  annexa- 
tion were  carried  out.  (Cheers.)  Com- 
ing to  the  resolution,  he  would  try  to 
explain  it  in  a  few  words,  feeling  that 
the  promoters  of  that  Congress  wished 
for  no  rhetorical  flourishes,  but  for  plain 
facts ;  it  was  for  eacn  of  them  to  say 
what  he  on  his  conscience  and  honour 
believed  to  be  the  truth  :  the  issue  was 
in  higher  hands.  (Applause.)  First, 
then,  had  they  any  constitutional  right 
to  claim  to  be  consulted  in  regard  to 
the  Transvaal?  He  thought  they  had, 
and  he  called  as  witness  a  gentleman 
who  was  more  English  than  the  English 
and  more  loyal  than  the  loyal — Sir  Gor- 
don Sprigg.  (Laughter.)  Until  1889  the 
Governor  and  High  Commissioner  was 
paid  £6,000  a  year,  £5,000  as  Governor 
and  £1,000  as  High  Commissioner. 
About  that  time  this  Colony  raised  the 
salary  to  £8.000  a  year/  £5,000  as  Gover- 
nor and  £3,000  as  High  Commissioner, 
and  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg,  under  whose 
administration  the  salary  was  increased 
from  £1,000  to  £3,000,  stated  that  as  the 
Colony  was  closely  connected  with  the 
neighbouring  States,  the  Colonists  should 
have  a  say  in  such  vital  matters  as  peace 
or  war — (hear,  hear) — for  if  difficulties 
arose  and  they  were  not  allowed  to  have 
anything  to  sav,  the  High  Commissioner 
might  very  soon  involve  the  country  in 
war.  Sir  Gordon  spoke  prophetically, 
for  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  who  had  neglec- 
ted and  disregarded  the  advice  of  his 
Colonial  advisers,  had  succeeded  in  in- 
volving this  Colony  in  war — (hear,  hear) 
— and  Colonists  could  not  help  thinking 
that  '*  was  because  he  had  disregarded 
their  advice,  while  he  had  apparently 
accepted  that  of  the  organisers  of  the 
Jameson  Raid.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  (the 
speaker)  said  that  if  the  advice  of  the 
Cape  Government  had  been  taken  there 
would  have  been  no  war  :  and  for  proof 
of  the  statement  he  turned  to  Mr 
Chamberlain  himself.  Just  before  the 
war,  in  that  last  pathetic  minute  to  Sir 
A.  Milner,  the  Cape  Government  said 
that  unless  Britain  accepted  the  Trans- 
vaal's offer  and  ceased  her  war  prepara- 
tions, there  would  be  war;  and  that 
the  war  would  have  been  avoided  had 
that  advice  been  taken  was  proved  by 
Mr  Chamberlain's  own  admission,  that 
on  nine-tenths  of  the  points  at  issue  a 
satisfactory  basis  had  been  arrived  at 
prior  to  the  war.  and  that  the  rest  was 


not  worth  war.     (Hear    hear.;    Colonist* 
did  not  inquire  if  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment had  the  legal  right  to  do  what  they 
did.     At  the  time  of  the  American  War 
of  Independence,  Burke     expressed  his 
opinion  against  the  war.  and  remarked, 
"  I  do  not  ask  whether  or  not  you  have 
the  right  to  make  people  miserable,  but 
I  say   it   is  your   duty   and   interest   to 
make  them  happy.''    (Hear,  hear.)    Colo- 
nists did  not  ask  England  to  stop  this 
war   because      thev   paid   £2,000   of  the 
High  Commissioner's  salary,  but  because 
there  was  hardly  a  Dutch  household  in 
the  Colony  which  was  not  made  miser- 
able   by   the   war,   hardly   a  family   not 
involved    in    it.    and    because   they    saw 
that    the   annexation    of   the    Republics 
would  give  rise  to  increased  racial  ani- 
mosity  and   bitterness.        (Hear,    hear.) 
Referring  to  the  misrepresentations  in- 
dulged in   by  the  Jingo   press,   he  said 
that  before  the  war,  in  July  last,  there 
was  a  report  in  London  that  President 
Kruger  had  granted  a  seven  years'  fran- 
chise, a  rumour  which  proved  to  be  true. 
Commenting  on  it,  the  London  •'  Times," 
which  spoke  for  the  nation  and  on  the 
authority  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  said 
that    if   the   rumour   were   true      there 
would  be  no  war.     (Hear,  hear.)     If  at 
that   time  there   was   no   valid      reason, 
how  much  less,  when  almost  everything 
demanded   by  England     had   been   con- 
ceded by  the  Transvaal!     But  now  the 
"  great   conspiracy "  of  Africanders   was 
brought     forward     as    a    cause     of     the 
war.          If       there       was       really       a 
conspiracy,       why       had       not       Eng- 
land    protected     the     frontier     towns  ? 
Some    said  it  was  to  catch    rebels  red- 
handed,    but    that    would    not    do,    for 
Mafeking     and     Kimberley     were     not 
Africander    towns,     neither     were     the 
Natal  border  towns,  yet   they  were  un- 
.  protected  also.     The  fallacy  of  the  con- 
'  spiracy  theory  was  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  rebels  never  took  up  arms  for 
many  months   after   the   war.        (Hear, 
hear.)    Looking  at  all  the  circumstances 
South     Africans     maintained     that     if 
patience     had     been   exercised   a  little 
longer  no  war  would  have  ensued.  One 
of  the  main  causes  of  the  war  was  the 
fact  that  a  large  section  of  the  English 
Press  was  wholly  under  the  control  of 
millionaires    of    the    Stock    Exchange. 
(Hear,  hear.)    People  talked  of  the  con- 
servatism of  the  Boers,  but  Englishmen 
were  conservative  also.       (Hear,  hear.) 
It  was  only  a  little  over  a  century  ago 
that      the   last   woman   was   burned  to 
death    in    England,     only   some   three- 
quarters   of    a   centurv    ago    that    men 
were  shot  down  in  England  for  holding 
a  public   meeting  like  that      Congress. 
(Hear,  hear.)     In  Australia  the  miners 
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could  not  agree  with  the  Government 
and  troops  were  sent  and  the  miners 
were  shot.  Even  we  wished  some  years 
ago  to  adopt  a  similar  policy  at  Kimber- 
ley.  He  believed  patience  would  have 
overcome  all  difficulties.  The  Transvaal 
should  have  been  trusted,  like  a  full- 
grown  man,  and  should  not  have  oeen 
tied  round  the  legs  with  a  piece  of 
string  at  which  we  were  always  pulling. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Some  people  thought 
Onidunnan,  where  16.000  Dervishes  were 
killed  and  only  about  50  of  our  soldiers, 
was  something  to  be  "-oud  of.  but  he 
did  not  think  it  was  anything  of  the 
kind.  The  way  to  make  the  Empire 
and  peonle  great  was  to  do  noble  deeds, 
and  England  could  do  nothing  better  to 
retrieve  her  noble  name  than  to  leave 
the  Republics  their  own.  (Loud  and 
prolonged  applause.) 

Rev.  Mr.  Rabie  (Uitenhage),  in  se- 
conding the  resolution,  said  there  was 
no  doubt  that  far  too  little  considera- 
tion had  been  paid  to  the  wishes  and  ad- 
vice of  South  Africans  who  knew  the 
country  and  who  had  great  claims  to  be 
heard.  (Hear,  hear.)  What  had  aroused 
great  distrust  throughout  the  country 
was  the  fact  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  had 
taken  as  his  friend  a  man  who  never 
had  the  confidence  of  Africanders, 
namely  the  editor  of  the  "  Cape  Times." 
It  was  furious,  to  say  the  least,  that  the 
very  opinions  and  expressions  which  had 
occurred  in  "  Cape  Times "  leaders 
should  have  afterwards  been  found  in 
His  Excellency's  despatches.  (Hear, 
hear.")  Africanders  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  protest  in  a  legitimate  and  con- 
stitutional way  against  the  policy  at 
present  being  followed — a  policy  which 
would  not  tend  towards  the  future  neace 
the  tranquil'ity  of  South  Africa. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  English  public  had 
been  continually  and  vehemently  taught 
that  the  Boers  were  degenerates,  brutal 
and  cowardly.  Some  time  ago  a  party 
of  regulars  stationed  at  Naauwpoort 
went  on  patrol,  and  were  fortunate 
enough  to  catch  a  Bushman,  and  they 
could  not  be  made  to  understand  that 
their  cantive  was  not  a  Boer.  Per- 
sistent and  systematic  lies  had  been  cir- 
culate 1  in  England  with  regard  to  the 
Boers,  but  these  had  been  proved  to  be 
malicious  fabrications.  It  was  eaid  re- 
peatedly that  the  Boers  had  used 
poisoned  and  Dum-dum  bullets,  but  Sir 
William  MacCormack's  testimony  was 
Quite  the  reverse-  There  was  not  a 
shred  of  truth  in  the  statements  re- 
garfinp  the  nlte^d  Boer  ntro<»itie=,  and 
with  regard  to  Dum-dum  bullets  it  was 
O'il"  necessary  to  rprnnrk  that  t^e  Boe^« 
had  not  brought  these  bullets  into  the 
country.  (Hear,  hear.)  These  lying  as- 


sertions had  poisoned  the  minds  of  the 
peonle  in  England,  who  were  now  in  a 
state  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the 
French  at  the  time  of  the  Dreyfus  agita- 
tion. The  intolerance  of  any  difference 
of  opinion  as  evidenced  by  the  mobbing, 
of  "pro-Boer"  speakers,  and  particularly 
Mr.  Cronwright  Schreiner— (applause)— 
was  most  unfair  and  un-English.  Every- 
one who  really  was  a  friend  of  the  em- 
pire earnestly  wished  that  England 
would  be  true  to  her  time-honoured 
ideals  of  fair-'Ma-  and  equal  rights. 
(Applause.) 

The  resolution  was  uhsn  put  to  the 
meeting  and  carried  with  acclamation. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  Mrs. 
Cronwright-Schreiner  (Olive  Schreiner) 
and  Mr.  Hargrove  would  address  the- 
meeting- 
Mrs.  Cronwright-Schreiner,  who  was 
received  Avith  loud  and  prolonged  cheer- 
ing which  prevented  her  for  some  time 
from  speaking,  said: — This  is  one  of 
those  days  in  my  life  which  I  shall  never 
forget.  It  is,  a,s  far  as  I  know,  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  South  Africa  that 
a  meeting  has  been  held  by  the  people, 
by  men  of  all  nationalities,  by  men  of 
Dutch,  German,  French,  and  also  Eng- 
lish blood,  as  South  Africans,  for  South 
African  interests.  We  feel  that  our 
friends  in  South  Africa  require  our  sup- 
port,  and  therefore  we  fee"!  bound  to 
give  it.  I  am  a  writer  and  no  speaker. 
So  I  will  be  brief.  1  only  wish  to  say 
this,  thiat  if  we  remain  firm  in  our  de- 
termination to  stand  by  the  Republics, 
if  we  persevere  in  our  constitutional 
efforts,  the  day  will  come  when  the 
Republics  will  be  free.  (Great  cheer- 
ing.) 

Mr.  E.  T.  Hargrove,  who  was  received 
with  tumultuous  and  prolonged;  ap- 
plause, thanked  them  for  their  very  kind 
reception  of  him,  and  then  congratu- 
lated the  people  of  Graaff-Reinet  on  the 
fact  that  it  w.as  in  their  town  that  this- 
Congress  had  assembled.  He  had  ad- 
dressed a  good  many  Africander  audi- 
ences during  the  past  few  months,  but 
never  before  had  he  spoken  to  one  that 
could  be  compared  with  this-  It  was 
probably  the  largest  and  most  repre- 
sentative gathering  taat  had  ever  as- 
sembled in  this  Colony.  Now,  as  many 
of  them  knew,  he  had  been  called  a 
"pro-Boer  agitator."  (A  Voice  :  "Don't 
you  mind  that.")  That  term  had  been 
used  as  a  term  of  opprobrium,  but  he 
accepted  it  gladly,  for  he  accepted  it  as 
a  term  of  honour.  He  believed  in  agita- 
ting for  the  right,  and  believed  that  in 
this  cause  the  .Doers  were  in  the  right. 
(Cheers.)  From  my  point  of  view  (con- 
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tinned  Mr.  Hargrove)  my  own  country 
is  on  the  point  of  adding  worse  to  th< 
wrong  already  done  by  this  war.  That 
is  why  I  have  agitated,  and  that  is  why 
I  shaM  continue  to  agitate  for  the  Boers 
until  they  have  got  justice  and  peate. 
But  tMs  afternoon  I  do  not  propose  to 
speak  to  you  as  Africanders.  I  have  de- 
livered many  speeches  in  this  country 
addressed  specially  to  the  Africander 
people.  I  want  now  to  say  whait  I  would 
*ay  to  any  E  iglish  audience  in  England  in 
regard  to  this  war  and  to  the  future  of 
South  Africa.  From  my  study  of  the 
history  of  this  country,  and  from  my 
personal  knowledge  of  its  people,  I  must 
say  that  I  endorse  every  resolution  that 
has  been  put  to  this  meeting,  and  that 
I  as  cordially  endorse  others  I  have 
seen  which  will  be  put-  to  the  meeting 
later  on.  All  of  them  have  my  strongest 
possible  support.  I  do  not  propose  to 
argue  the  question  on  this  occasion. 
Previous  speakers  have  given  you  many 
reasons  for  approving  these  resolutions  ; 
subsequent  speakers  will  give  you  other 
reasons.  I  prefer  to  confine  myself  to 
one  or  two  generalisations  from  well- 
established  principles.  First  then, 
if  you  want  to  keep  a  great  empire  to- 
gether, how  are  you  going  to  do  it  ?  Are 
vou  going  to  do  what  Rome  did,  and  try 
to  keep  it  together  by  force?  Or  are  you 
going  to  continue  the  policy,  agreed  to 
theoretically  by  the  leading  statesmen 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  past,  and  keep 
this  Empire  of  ours  together  by  bonds 
of  affection  and  mutual  self-interest  ? 
The  last-named  policy  is  from  my  noint  of 
view  the  policy  of  the  true  Conserva- 
tive; the  first-named  is  the  policy  of 
the  Jingo,  no  matter  to  what  party  he 
may  nominally  belong.  It  seems  strange 
that  it  has  not  occurred  to  some  of 
these  people,  many  of  whom  are  just  as 
sincere  and  as  conscientious  as  we  are, 
that  by  tightening  the  bonds  which  bind 
the  Empire  together,  by  trying  to  fasten 
everything  hard  and  fast  to  London  as 
the  centre,  they  run  the  very  serious 
risk  of  making  the  bonds  so  tight  that 
at  the  first  additional  strain  they  will 
snap-  This  is  what  happened  to  Rome. 
The  Romans  governed  their  Empire  from 
its  capital.  They  sent  Governors  to  rule 
the  various  provinces,  and  they  gave 
these  Governors  arbitrarv  power,  subject 
of  course  to  the  central  authority  in 
Rome  itself.  Everything  was  done  by 
military  force.  As  a  result  there  was 
no  real  inter-dependence  in  the  Roman 
Empire,  for  the  reason  that  its  parts 
•were  in  no!  sense  independent.  The 
bonds  were  made  tight,  but  at  the  first 
serious  strain  they  snapped.  Surely  it 


should  be  our  aim  to  make  the  bonds 
of  our  Empire,  not  tight,  but  elastic. 
Make  them  so  elastic  that  they  will 
stretch,  not  snap,  under  strain.  Make 
the  parts  as  independent  as  possible. 
Make  the  Empire  a  confederacy  of  self- 
governing  States,  bound  together  by 
treaties  and  agreements,  but  above  all 
by  ties  of  friendship  and  goodwill.  But 
in  any  case  do  not  make  the  hideous 
blunder  of  attempting  to  force  free 
people,  who  for  long  have  enjoyed  their 
independence,  into  unwilling  subjection 
as  part  of  an  empire  which  from  any 
point  of  view  is  foreign  to  themselves. 
Such  an  effort,  from  its  very  nature, 
is  doomed  to  failure  in  the  end.  Do  not 
make  the  almost  equally  hideous  blunder 
of  overriding  the  wishes  and  violating  the 
constitutional  rights  of  a  self-governing 
Colony,  by  using  it  as  a  basis  for  mili- 
tary action  against  a  State  which  is 
related  to  that  Colony  by  the  closest 
ties  of  sympathy  and  friendship.  A 
man's  worst  foes  are  those  of  his  own 
household,  it  is  said.  That  is  ino-st  cer- 
tainly true  of  a  nation,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  worst  foes 
of  the  Empire  to-day  are  not  the  Boers 
against  whom  we  are  fighting,  but  the 
people  who  first  howled  for  this  war 
and  who  are  now  howling  for  the  annex- 
ation of  the  Republics.  Their  inten- 
tions in  no  way  affect  the  fact. 
Passing  to  another  general  principle,  let 
me  point  out  to  you  that  not  one  of  the 
many  speakers  who  at  meeting*,  in  this 
country  and  in  England  have  urged  the 
expediency  of  annexation  has  even  at- 
tempted to  base  his  argument  on 
grounds  of  Right.  Not  one  of  them  has 
even  pretended  that  the  annexation  of 
the  Republics  could  be  defended  morally. 
Nothing  could  be  more  significant  than 
this.  The  whole  effort  has  been  to  make 
it  a  question  of  race.  I  deny  that  it 
is  a  race  question.  It  is  a  question  of 
Right  and  Wrong.  The  Africanders  are 
a  mixed  people,  with  French.  Englisn. 
Scotch.  and  German  blood  in  their 
veins,  as  well  as  Dutch.  The  English 
people  are  divided  on  this  question,  a« 
between  those  who  prefer  the  path  of 
short-sighted  expediency  and  those  who 
follow  the  path  of  principle  and  of  Right. 
It  is  absurd  to  say  that  we  have  any  just 
claim  to  these  Republics.  If  we  take 
them,  we  shall  take  them  by  force  and 
because  we  want  them.  We  shall  take 
them  as  enemies,  and  we  shall  keep  them, 
so  long  as  we  can.  as  enemies  still-  But 
it  is  indeed  pitiable  if  the  British  people, 
at  the  dawn  of  the  Twentieth  Century, 
are  going  to  prove  that  they  have  not 
yet  learned  the  lesson  that  the  Joiijz 
of  wrong  does  not  pay.  While  as  ••') 
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those  who  confess  that  the  war  was  un- 
necessary and  that  we  have  not  got  iiis- 
tice  on  our  side,  but  that,  now  that  Jh^ 
Avar  has  been  begun,  it  must  be  seen 
through  a-nd  that  annexation  is  the  in- 
evitable outcome,  one  can  only  marvel 
that  they  should  suppose  that  two  wrongs 
can  ever  make  one  right.  It  comes  to 
this,  then,  Is  Great  Britain  going  to  flv 
in  the  face  of  her  own  experience  by 
repeating  the  blunders  which  led  to  ^he 
loss  of  the  American  Colonies  more  than 
A  century  ago?  Is  she  going  to  do  a 
great  wrong  on  the  chance  that  good 
may  come  out  of  it  ?  A  poor  chance 
indeed !  Personally,  I  do  not  despair. 
There  are  some  in  this  country  who  have 
lost  hope,  but  I  suggest  that  those  who 
lese  hope  do  not  deserve  to  succeed. 
(Cheers.)  Your  cause  is  a  good  one  ;  you 
have  .justice  on  your  side,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain that,  as  Mrs  Cronwright  Schreiner 
has  said,  by  persistent  and  strenuous 
effort  you  will  win  in  the  end.  It  will 
be  one  of  the  biggest  political  fights  -^f 
modern  times  ;  it  mav  take  months  or 
two  or  three  years  to  finish  it,  but  in  the 
end  you  will  win,  and  I  need  only  say 
in  conclusion  that  with  all  my  heart  I 
hope  you  will  do  so.  (Great  cheering.) 
At  this  stare  the  Chairman  read  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Africanders  at  Worces- 
ter, wishing  the  Congress  hearty  suc- 
cess and  quoting  in  encouragement 
Psalm  32.  verses  7  and  8. 


FOURTH  RESOLUTION. 

The     following     resolution   was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  A.  B.  de  Villiers  (Pa&ri) : 

Whereas,  were  the  two  South  African 
Republics  now  to  be  definitely 
annexed  after  the  repeated  de- 
clarations by  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  both  before  and  dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  the  war, 
that  their  policy  in  no  way  threa- 
tened the  independence  of  the  Re- 
publics, nothing  but  the  restoration 
of  their  independence  could  restore 
the  confidence  of  the  majority  of 
Cape  Colonists  in  British  good  go- 
vernment and  in  British  justice  and 
honour ;  and  whereas,  were  the  Re- 
publics to  be  annexed,  the  major- 
ity of  Cap?  Colonists  wouH  feel 
themselvs  bound  morally  to 
work  unceasingly  by  every 
right  and  lawful  means  for 
the  restoration  of  indepen- 


dence to  the  Republics,  and  to 
make  that  end  their  first  political 
object ;  and  whereas,  from  our 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  charac- 
ter of  the  citizens  of  the  Republics 
we  are  convinced  that  they  would 
never  become  the  willing  subjects 
of  the  Empire,  but  would  seize  any 
and  every  opportunity  which  might 
offer  itself  to  recover  their  indepen- 
dence, possibly  by  force  of  arms, 
once  they  were  to  be  deprived  of  it ; 
and  whereas,  instead  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  Republics  tending  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  their  people 
as  has  been  claimed,  it  would,  if 
successfully  maintained  for  any  long 
period,  tend  to  degrade  those  people 
and  their  offspring,  seeing  that  the 
servitude  of  a  self-governing  State 
is  as  demoralising  to  its  people  as 
the  more  direct  form  of  personal 
slavery ;  and  whereas,  as  the  annex- 
ation of  the  Republics  by  Great 
Britain  would  be  as  great  a  wrong 
morally  as  the  theft  by  a  rich  man 
of  a  poor  man's  hard-won  savings, 
and  whereas  on  that  general  ground 
alone  it  is  not  believable  that  per- 
manent good  could  result  from  such 
a  policv, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that 
we.  on  behalf  of  the  majority 
of  Cape  Colonists,  do  hereby  declare 
our  solemn  and  profound  conviction 
that  the  annexation  of  the  two 
South  African  Republics  would  be 
disastrous  to  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  South  Africa  and  of  the  Empire 
as  a  whole. 

Mr.  De  Villiers  referred  to  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  those  attending 
the  Congress  had  come  from  afar  and 
taken  great  pains  to  attend  it.  (Hear, 
hear.)  They  had  been  delegated  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  on  grave  and  im- 
portant subjects  at  a  critical  time  and 
in  the  hope  that  their  appeal  would  re- 
ceive that  consideration  which  had  not 
been  vouchsafed  to  their  former  ap- 
peals and  petitions  for  peace.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  history  of  the  Transvaal 
and  mentioned  Mr.  Gladstone  <,whose 
name  was  receive:!  with  tumultuous 
applause),  who  had  shown  himself  a 
man  of  honour  and  a  statesman,  but 
above  all  he  had  shown  himself  a  just 
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man  and  a  Christian.     (Hear,  hear.)  A  j 
deputation   had   been   sent   to  England  ' 
from      tile     Transvaal     to     plead     for  j 
the      abolition      of      the      Suzerainty.  ! 
That     deputation          was          successful 
in  obtaining  a  Convention  in  which  in  '• 
the   opinion   of   Lord   Derby      England  j 
voluntarily    retracted    all   substance    of  I 
Suzerainty  she  had  previously  claimed 
over  the  Transvaal.     (Hear,  hear.)  But  : 
the  subsequent  discovery  of  gold  in  the 
Republics  and  the  agitation  of  unscru-  • 
pulous  capitalists  had  made  the  trouble 
darker  again,  lor  the  capitalists  wished  | 
tj  have  the  labour  market     and  gold-  , 
lields  in  their     hands,   in  order  to  in-  ! 
crease     their      dividends.     He  had   no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  war  now 
being  waged  by  England      against   the 
Republics  was  the  most  unjust   war  in 
history.     (Hear,  hear.)       If  the  Trans- 
vaal   were    annexed    there    would    not 
be     a     flow     of     prosperity     in     South 
Africa,   but   on   the      contrary,      there 
would  follow  the  saddest  and  most  de- 
plorable     results.     (Hear,      hear.)     He 
protested,   and   would   continually   ore- 
test,     against  what  he  deemed  was  not 
only  a   wrong  but     a     terribly     unwise 
thing. 

Mr.  J.  F.  du  Toit.  M.L.C., 
(Graaff-Reinet).  seconded.  The  hold- 
ing of  the  Congress  showed 
that  South  Africans  were  not 
indifferent  as  to  what  policy  was  being 
followed,  but  that  they  showed  the 
deepest  and  most  lively  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  their  country.  If  Mr  Glad- 
stone or  some  other  real  statesman  had 
been  at  the  helm  to-day,  South  Africa 
would  not  have  been  plunged  in  this  ter- 
ribly disastrous  war,  the  results  of  which 
no  one  could  yet  foresee.  (Hear,  h,ear.) 
He  gave  some  instances  from  Colonial 
history  to  prove  how  dangerous  and  de- 
trimental Downing  Street  interference 
in  Colonial  affairs  had  been  and  ended 
by  once  more  expressing  his  hearty  con- 
currence with  the  resolution,  which  was 
thereupon  put  to  the  meeting  and  una- 
nimoujlv  carried. 


Mr  Paul  Michau  (Cradock)  moved  the 
fifth  resolution,  which  was  as  follows:  — 
Be  it  resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the      people   in    Congress   here   as- 
sembled  that    a   settlement    of   the 
South  African  situation  on  the  fol- 
lowing basis  would  prove  a  blessing 
to  South  Africa  and  to  the  Empire, 
namely,    that    'the    two    Republics 
should  have  their  unqualified  inde- 
pendence ;    that  the  Colonies  should 
have  the  right  to  enter  into  treaties 
of   obligatory   arbitration   with   the 


Republics  for  the  settlement  of  all 
disputes  affecting  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  South  African  Conti- 
nent ;  that  this  Colony,  and  any 
other  Colony  so  desiring  it.  should 
have  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  its 
Governor ;  be  it  further  resolved 
that  a  settlement  on  the  above  basis 
would  make  the  majority  of  the 
people  who  have  made  South  Africa 
their  home  the  warm  friends  and 
staunch  allies  of  the  British  Empire, 
and  that  in  no  other  way  known  to 
us  can  that  end  now  be  attained  : 
be  it  further  resolved  that  such  a 
settlement  would  make  it  as  un- 
necessary for  the  Republics  as  for 
the  Empire  to  maintain  standing 
military  forces  in  South  Africa,  see- 
ing that  the  independence  of  the 
Republics  would  no  longer  be 
threatened,  and  that,  in  the  event 
of  a  foreign  invasion  of  British 
South  African  territory,  the  citizens 
of  the  Republics  as  well  as  the 
Colonists  would  be  prepared  to  re- 
pel the  attack.  Be  it  further  re- 
solved that  although  we  are  well 
aware  that  such  a  settlement  would 
>iot  be  approved  at  the  present  mo- 
ment by  the  majority  of  Engl'sh 
people,  we  yet  hope  that  before  it 
is  too  late  they  will  become  con- 
vinced of  its  wisdom. 

Mr  Michau  said  there  was  neither 
necessity  nor  time  tq  traverse  his  reso- 
lution at  length,  for  it  explained  itself ; 
but  there  were  a  few  points  on  which 
he  wished  to  sav  something.  They  had 
met  together  as  true  and  loyal  friends 
of  the  British  Empire.  They 
were  friends  of  both  sides,  for  to 
the  Republicans  they  were  bound  by  ties 
of  blood,  language,  and  religion,  and 
they  would  willingly  do  their  best  to 
help  either  party  in  a  legitimate  and 
honourable  manner.  They  were  not 
rebels-^-(hear,  hear) — and  he  thought  it 
was  disgraceful  that  the  Jingo  press 
should  have  agitated  to  stop  the  Con- 
gress, for  everv  man  who  was  a  British 
subject  had  the  right  of  free  speech. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  thought  it  a  difficult 
and  wholly  unnecessary  thing  for  Eng- 
land to  keep  a  large  standing  army  in 
South  Africa — needless,  for  every  South 
African  was  willing  aad  readv  to  defend 
the  country  from  foreign  invasion.  (Ap- 
plause.) They  ha  i  already  shown  of 
what  stuff  thev  were  made.  (Hear, 
hear.;  He  spoke  as  a  farmer  and  as  a 
fr:e-id  of  the  Empire,  as  one  who  loved 
his  land  and  his  allegiance.  (Applause.) 

Mr  D.  J.  de  Wet  (Prince  Albert),  in 
seconding  the  resolution,  said  he  had 
been  delegated  by  and  represented  1,800 
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persons,   who   were  unanimous   in   their  j 
condemnation   and      disapproval   of   the 
.annexation  policy.     There  were  no  two  : 
waj's  about  the  injustice  of  that  policy.  ; 
England's  only  friend  at  the  present  time  j 
was   Turkey,    a   rather   significant   fact. 
The  war  was  a  capitalists'  war.  for  the  : 
capitalists  had  for  five  years  persistently  , 
poisoned  the  minds  of  the  English  pub- 
lic.    So  well  had  their  policy  succeeded 
that  even  clergymen  were  rampant  Jin- 
goes.       He   instanced   the   case   of   two  I 
clergymen      in      England      who      were  j 
said      to      have      discussed      the     war,  j 
when     one   of   them     asked   the   other,  ; 
"On  which  side  are  you?"     "I  am  on1 
the   side   of   Christ,"   replied     his   com- 
panion,  to   which   the   Jingo   clergyman 
responded,    "Oh.   I   uas   sure   you   were 
41   pro-Boer."      Proceeding,   Mr   de   Wet 
shov.  e.l  how   in  his   own   districts  there 
was  many  a  home  made  miserable  by  the  '. 
war,   tfiid   many   a    family   who     had    to 
mourn  its  nearest  kin  slain  in  the  ranks 
of   the   Republicans  in  the   cause      they 
deemed   so   just      that      they   had      not 
scrupled  to  lay  down  their  liAres  for  it. 
(Hear,     hear.)        Dutch    Colonists   were  I 
perhaps        more       loyal        than          the  ! 
people          in       England,        for          the 
loyalty    of    the    latter    had    never    been 
tried  and  proved  so  severely  as  that  of 
Dutch        Colonists        had,         and      he 
doubted       if       English      loyalty     would 
have        stood     the      test.       (Applause.) 
He  was  one   of  those   who  had   always 
favoured  the  English,  and  even  now  he 
thought    highly    of    many    Englishmen 
who  had  proved  themselves  staunch  sup- 
porters  of   right   and   justice.        'Hear, 
hear.)    Men  like  Mr.  Hargrove   who  had 
nothing  to  gain  by  joining  South  Afri- 
cans in  their  struggle  for  right  and  jus- 
tice,  but  had   done   so   simply   through 
their   love   of   rioht.      (Applause.)  Afri- 
canders    had     always     celebrated       he 
Queen's  Birthday  in  right  loyal  style — 
(hear,  hear) — and  none  of  them  had  ever 
dreamed  of  nutting  on  his  hat  and  walk- 
ing out  of  the  room  when   ''  God   Save 
the  Queen  "  was  nlayecl.    That  had  been 
left       to       an       anti-Boer       to       do — 
TO      a      certain      ex  -  Africander,      ex- 
teacher.       ex -clergyman.        ex -editor, 
*>x  -  everything.       (Laughter.)          Racial 
feeling      in      South      Africa      was      at 
present  like  a  bip  dam  that  had  a  little 
leak  in  it.     It  was  easy  to  stop  the  leak 
and  put  every  thin  or  to  rights  if  one  be 
gan  early,  but  if  the  leak  developed  ''nto 
a  hole  and  the  driblets  into  a  flood  it 
was     by  no  means   easy  to   repair  the 
damage.     (Hear,  hear.) 

The  resolution  was  put  to  the  vote 
and  carried  unanimously. 


SIXTH  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  G.  Smith  moved  the  next  resolu- 
tion. 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  do  hereby  ap- 
prove and  adopt  the  Petition  to 
the  People  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  commonly  known  as  the 
Peoples'  Petition.  Be  it  resolved 
that  in  order  to  bring  the  nbove- 
named  Petition  to  the  notice  of  as 
many  of  the  British  people  as  pos- 
sible, and  in  order  to  overcome  the 
boycott  of  the  Jingo  Press,  a  fund 
bs  raised  for  the  exclusive  purpose 
of  paying  for  the  insertion  of  the 
Petition  as  an  advertisement  in 
seme  of  the  leading  newspapers  of 
England,  Scotland,  Australasia, 
and  Canada,  and  that  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Murray  is  hereby  asked  to 
act  as  treasurer  of  this  fund  and 
to  appeal  on  cur  behalf  to  people 
throughout  the  world  for  financial 
assistance.  [At  the  request  of  the 
Rev.  Andrew  Murray,  the  Rev.  A. 
Moorrees  is  now  acting  as  Treasurer 
of  this  Fund.] 

Be  it  resolved  that  a  deputa- 
tion shall  be  sent  to  Great 
Britain  by  this  Congress  to  make 
known  by  every  means  possible 
the  resolutions,  declarations,  atrd 
opinions  put  forward  at  this  Con- 
gress, and  to  present  the  Petition 
to  the  British  people  already  ap- 
proved by  this  Congress  :  that  this 
deputation  shall  consist  of  Cape 
Colonists ;  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  deputation  to  tell  the 
simple  truth  as  they  know  it  con- 
cerning the  real  facts  of  tfce  South 
African  situation,  and  to  support 
whenever  possible,  by  testimony 
and  by  argument,  the  above- 
mimed  resolutions,  declarations 
and  Petition  :  that  these  delegates 
shall  go  as  from  us,  the  people,  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland ;  that  they  shall  accept 
gladly  the  help  of  any  and  all  or- 
ganisations and  persons  in  Great 
Britain,  but  shall  act  independent- 
ly and  at  no  time  under  the  aus- 
pices of  any  organisation,  person 
or  party ;  that  their  travelling  and 


IK 


THE  PEOPLE'S  CONGRESS. 


actual  living  expenses  if  necessary, 
and  that  all  expenses  connected 
with  the  luring  of  halls  and  the  ad- 
vertising of  meetings,  shall  be 
paid,  and  that  for  this  purpose  u 
fund  shall  be  raised  by  public  sub- 
scription ;  that  a  committee  of  five 
shall  be  appointed  to  collect  and 
adminis^r  the  funds,  said  Commit- 
tee to  consist  of  the  Rev  Professor 
Muller,  Rev.  A.  Moorreeg,  Rev.  D. 
Rossowr,  Messrs.  J.  C.  Molteno 
and  N.  F.  de  Waal  M.L.A.'s, 
and  that  the  following  Committee 
is  hereby  appointed  to 

select          the          members          for 
the      deputation,    namely,   Messrs 
J.  N.  P.  de  Viliiers.  A  Cartwright, 
J.  Smith,  M.L.A.,     J.  H.  Marais, 
M.L.A.,  and  R.  H.  Mohr. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  simi- 
lar deputations.  to  carry  oat 
the  same  purposes  and  to 
be  conducted  on  the  same  lines, 
.-hall,  if  possible,  be  sent  to  Ana- 
traiasia  and  to  Canada." 

Mr.       Smith       said       he       was       a  '• 
farmer,          and          not          given         to  j 
speech     making.       He     had     not     lost  [ 
hope  yet,  and  he  trusted  he  never  would,  j 
(Hear,   hear.)     He   thought   it   folly   to  ; 
blame  the  English  nation  for  the  war, for  ' 
they  thought  it  a  just  war,  and  it  was  j 
the   duty   of   Africanders   to   undeceive 
them.       To    that    end    a    deputation    of 
farmers     to  England  and  the  Colonies 
should  certainty  be  sent. 

Mr.  Carinus  seconded  the  resolution.  •, 
Before  he  left  Stellenbosch  (said  I»lr. 
Carinus)  he  had  seen  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Neethling.  who  wished 
him  to  convey  his  best  and 
s-incerest  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  Congress.  He  (Mr.  Caiinns)  thought 
a  deputation  would  be  of  great  value  in 

Butting  the  facts  of  the  case  before  the 
ritish  public  at  first-hand.  The 
Stellenbosch  delegates,  of  whom 
lie  had  the  honour  of  being 
one.  represented  a  large  number 
of  people  who  were  unanimous  in  oppos- 
ing the  war  policy.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
TransvaaJ  was  at  present  drinking  the 
waters  of  the  fountain  of  Marah,  which 
were  bitter  as  gall,  and  if  England  an- 
nexed the  Republics  she  might  ultimately 
have  to  drink  of  the  waters  of  that 
fountain  too.  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried  nem 
con. 

SEVENTH   RESOLUTION. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  a  resolution 
which  he  would  like  to  propose  himself. 
South  Africans  owed  a  great  dsal  to 


many  Englishmen  and  women,  who  ra«l 
shown  themselves  true  friends  of  justice, 
and  it  was  only  fitting  that  we  should 
most  heartily  and  sincerely  thank  them 
for  what  they  had  done  on  our  behalf. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  had  therefore  great 
pleasure  in  moving  the  following  e- 
solution. 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  hereby  express 
our  sincere  and  profound  gratitude 
to  those  people  in  Great  Britain  who 
have   tried    so   earnestly   to   uphold 
the   cause  of  Justice  and   Right   in 
South  Africa,   and  who  have  faged 
unflinchingly   the   bitter   opposition 
of  prejudice  and  of  ignorance  ;    and 
that   we   hereby   beg   them   to   con- 
tinue their  efforts  as  in  the  past . 
The  motion  had   no  seconder  in   the 
strict  sense  of  the  term,  since  the  whole 
meeting  insisted  upon  seconding  it,  ?ad 
it  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

EIGHTH   RESOLUTION. 

Hon.  M.  C.  Neethling,  M.L.C.  (Stel- 
lenbosoh),   moved   the  following  :  — 
Be     it     resolved  that  a  report  of  *h* 
proceedings   of   this   Congress    shall 
be    printed     under    the   superinten- 
dence  of    the    Secretary,    and    that 
copies   of   the   report   shall   be   sent 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary, to  all  members  of  the  House 
of   Commons   and   of   the   House   of 
Lords,  to  all  members  of  the  various 
Colonial       Assemblies,    and    to    the 
leading  newspapers  of  the  Empire." 
Mr.   Neethling  said   that   Africanders 
must       do       their       i>est       to       make 
the         justice         of         their         cause 
known     to     the     people     of     England. 
He   had   never  imagined   that  the  Bri- 
tish  Government   would   wage   war   for 
extension  of  property  or  greed  of  gold, 
and  the  revelation  was  not  a  pleasant 
one.     (Hear,   hear.) 

The    motion     was    seconded    by    Mr. 
Mohr,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Marais,  editor  of  "Onze  C'our- 
ant,"  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr 
E.  T.  Hargrove,  which  was  carried  un- 
animously, those  of  the  audi- 
ence who  were  seated  rising 
to  express  their  approval  of  the 
motion.  Tn  introducing  his  motion 
Mr.  Marais  referred  to  the  excellent 
services  done  to  the  cause  of  justice 
?,ncl  right  by  Mr.  Hargrove,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Mr.  Hargrove' 
would  go  to  England  and  lay  bare  the 
facts  of  the  case  before  the  English 
public. 

Someone   in   the   meeting   thereupon 
culled   for  three  cheers   for  Mrs.   Har- 
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grove,  which  were  heartily  responded 
to. 

Mr.  Hargrove,  in  returning  thanks, 
said  that  if  he  did  go  to  England 
they  might  be  sure  he  wouH  do  his  ut- 
most for  the  cause  he  had  at  heart. 
(Hear,  hoar.) 

Mr  Pfretorius.  M.L.C.,  proposed',  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  Hargrove  for 
what,  she  had  done,  and  asked  her  to  go 
amongst  English  women  to  bring  to  their 
knowledge  the  truth  about  the  Boers. 

The  proposal  was  accepted  with 
cheers,  and  Mr.  Hargrove  said  that 
what  little  he  had  been  able  to  do  he 
owed  mainly  to  his  wife's  kind  help  and 
eonstaii't  support.  (Applause.) 


The  Chairman  announced  that  Mr. 
Du  Ple^is.  M.L.A.  (Middelburg),  would 
address  the  meeting  and  relate  some  of 
his  experiencs  under  Martial  Law. 

MARTIAL     "  LAW." 

Mr.  I)u  Plessis.  who  was  received 
with  cheers,  said  he  would  be  silent 
about  his  own  experiences,  but  would 
relate  some  of  the  experiences  of  his 
frien'ls.  and  tell  the  meeting  of  som 
incidents  of  which  he  had  been  an  eye- 
witness,. Although  he  lived  at  Middel- 
burg, as  they  all  knew  the  greater  part 
of  his  property  was  situated  in  the 
Colesberg  district,  where  owing  to  the 
military  operations  he  had  incurred 
ccr.sidi >rable  losses.  He  had  had  some 
experience  of  Martial  Law,  and  his 
opinion  was  that  many  of  the 
rebels  had  been  forced  into  rebel- 
lion by  the  ill-treatment  to  which 
they  were  subjected  by  the  Colonial 
troops.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  could  instance 
many  cases  of  such  ill-treatment,  but  a 
few  would  suffice.  There  was  the  case 
of  the  Van  der  Walts,  which  undoubtedly 
called  for  inquiry  and  expostulation,  for 
it  was  a.  shameful  disregard  of  the  rights 
of  every  freeman.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr. 
Van  der  Walt's  farm  adjoined  his,  and 
one  day  a  patrol  was  sent  to  arrest  Van 
der  Walt,  who  was  lying  ill.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  sick  man  could  not 
be  moved  the  soldiers  did  not  arrest 
him.  then,  but  took  his  two  sons  pris- 
oners— youths  of  16  and  18  years.  Van 
der  Wait  had  an  old  and  very  faithful 
Native  servant,  a  man  who  had  served 
the  family  for  more  than  20  years,  and 
this  Native  was  ordered  by  the  soldiers 
to  brittg  out  all  the  bridles  and  saddles 
that  could  be  found,  rte  brought  out 
two  bridles  and  two  saddles,  but  the 
military  were  not  satisfied,  and  peremp- 
torily told  him  to  go  and  get  more.  He 


hesitated,  but  as  they  threatened  himr 
he  turned  towards  the  stable.     Scarcely,, 
however,   had  'he   made   a   step  in   that 
direction  when  one  of  the  soldiers  took 
up  a  rifle,  and,  holding  it  close  to  the 
man's  head,,  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot, 
(Cries  of   "  Shame.")     That   was  a  fact 
which  could   be  vouched  for  by      eye- 
witnesses,  and  the  case  was  one  that 
should  be  most   strictly  inquired   into. 
It  was  a  cold-blooded  murder,  for  the 
man  who  was  shot  had  been  absolutely 
:  innocent    of   any   crime,    and   had   beeH 
given    no    warning.     This    sort    of   pro- 
.  ceeding  explained   the  flight  across  the 
Orange  River  of  people  who  were  now 
considered  rebels.     They  had  said,  "We 
are  no  longer  safe.     Men  are  being  shot 
without  excuse  or  reason.     See  the  way 
'  the  Van  der  Walts  have  been  treated." 
And  now  these  refugees  were  lodged  in 
!  gaol  at  Naauwpoort.     For  many  of  the 
!  farmers  in  the  Colesberg  district  had  been 
arrested    on    the    flimsiest    charges    and 
lodged  in  the  "  ramkraal  "  (enclosure  for 
sjieepl),      itflie   majority    without    being 
charged,  and  not  knowing  of  what  they 
had  been  accused.    Another  glaring  out- 
rage   was   the   cjk&e   of    Mr.    and    Mrs. 
Pienaar.    Mr.  Pienaar,  an  old  farmer  ofi 
80  years  of  age,  one  of  the  most  respected 
'  and  well-to-do  farmers  in  the  Colesberg: 
district,    had   an   English   camp  on   his 
farm,  though  at  some  distance  from  his 
house.     For  one  month  and  three  days- 
the  soldiers  met  with  the  greatest  kind- 
I  ness  at  his  hands,  and  their  officers  were- 
!  most  hospitably  entertained  by  the  old 
,  couple.     Yet  what  happened?     At  the 
end  of  that  period,  suddenly,  in  the  early 
|  morning,  before  dawn,  a  patrol  invaded 
I  the  house  of  these  old  people  and   ar- 
j  rested    them   while   they   were   in   bed- 
i  And  not  only^  that,  but  they  made  the 
old      people 'walk    towards   the  camp, 
which   was   a   good    distance   from    the- 
house,  and  to  reach  which  they  had  to 
1  cross  a  hill.     (Cries  of  "Shame.")    The 
couple  were  detained  at   the  camp  for 
some  time,  and  then  sent  ou  to  Rens- 
.  burg.      There  they   obtained   passes   to 
proceed     to    Middelburg      where    their 
friends  received  them.      Their  children 
;  were  of  course   sent  to   the  ramkraal, 
which  was  the  destination  of  everyone 
the  military  chose  to  suspect.     One  of 
;  the  most  influential  farmers  in  the  Coles- 
;  berg       district       (Klaas       Theunissen), 
a      well  -  educated        man        who      had 
married      an      English      lady,     was  ar- 
:  rested,  for  what  he  could  never  find  out, 
and  used  like  a  convicted  felon,  although 
there    was   absolutely    nothing    against 
him.  save  perhaps  the  word  of  a  Native 
j  herd.   He  was  chained  and  driven  By  the 
;  soldiers  through  the  streets  of  Colesberg. 
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towards  the  gaol,  in  broad  daylight, 
and  had  to  run  in  front  of  their  horses 
while  they  drove  him  on,  and  everyone, 
his  friend's  and  acquaintances,  stood 
-around  and  saw  it.  His  wife  rightly 
resented  this  as  an  outrage,  and  said 
that  nothing  had  alienated  her  from  her 
countrymen  so  much  as  their  barbarous 
treatment  of  her  husband.  (Cheers.)  A 
farmer  who  had  tended  ^nglish  wounded 
soldiers  in  his  own  house,  and  who  had 
never  allied  himself  with  the  Boers,  and 
never  proved  himself  anything  but  a  law- 
abiding  and  loyal  subject  of  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen,  was  treated  in  an  equally 
inhuman  way.  Early  one  morning  while 
his  daughters  were  kneading  bread,  a 
party  of  Rimington's  Scouts  unceremoni- 
ously entered  the  kitchen  and  wanted 
to  know  where  the  Boers  were.  The 
girls  called  their  father,  who  said  that 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Boers'  move- 
ments, but  that  if  they  were  afraid  to 
go  and  look  for  them  they  might  ask  j 
his  shepherds  if  they  had  seen  any  Boers 
about.  He  had  never  seen  any  there. 
The  soldiers  after  a  while  left  the  house, 
and  while  (they  were  riding  away  a  patrol 
•of  Boers  galloped  up  from  behind  an 
.adjoining  ridge  and  shot  at  them,  and 
they  fled  towards  the  camp.  Later  on  in 
the  day  they  returned,  and  deliberately 
shelled  the  farmer's  house,  so  that  he 
and  his  daughters  were  forced  to  flee 
into  the  veld  and  pass  the  night  there. 
These  instances  were  enough  to  show 
what  Colonists  had  to  put  up  Avith  under 
martial  law. 

A  voice :    Tell  us-  your  own   experien- 
ces. 

Mr  Du  Plessis,  continuing,  said  he 
preferred  to  be  silent  about  those.  The 
instances  adduced  were  sufficient  proof 
of  the  hardships  and  gross  ill-treatment 
to  which  loyal  Colonials  had  been  sub- 
ject ed.  and  it  was  undoubtedly  a  fact 
that  in  many  instances  that  and  nothing 
else  had  provoked  rebellion.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Theoretically,  the  Boers  were  i 
their  enemies  and  the  Colonial  troops  j 
their  protectors  and  friends;  but,  prac-  | 
ticaliy,  they  found  that  on  the  whole  ( 
the  enemy  was  to  be  preferred  to  the  , 
protecting  friend. 

Mr  J.  Jooste  (Philipstown)  related 
further  instances  of  gross  abuses  under 
Martial  Law.  bv  Colonial  troops.  The 
frontier  s'hould  have  been  protected,  but 
it  ""as  never  protected.  He  had  asked 
.a  party  of  Rimington's  Guides,  camped  i 
•on  his  farm,  why  they  had  left  the  fron-  ; 
tier  unprotected,  and  they  replied.  "Oh.  \ 
that's  only  a  trap  for  the  rebels."  When  i 
the  Republicans  entered  Colesberg.  the  j 
.troops  precipitately  retired,  and  left  ' 


loyalists  to  their  fate,  but  when  they 
returned  they  arrested  almost  every 
Africander  they  could  lay  hands 
on.  Respectable,  weM-to-do-  Colonist-, 
against  whom  nothing  had  been 
or  could  be  proved,  were  chained 
with  their  hands  behind  their  backs  and 
marched  through  the  streets.  One  far- 
mer, Mr  Kohler,  was  chained  between 
two  Kafir  murderers,  one  of  whom  was 
fastened  to  each  of  his  wrists.  H;>  little 
daughter  was  brought  to  him  in  gaol  and 
baptised  in  the  prison  cell,  receiving  the 
name  of  Marah  Eunicia.  No  fanner's 
bond  was  accepted  as  bail  for  a  brother 
farmer,  because,  forsooth,  they  were 
''all  rebels!"  When  the  Colonial  farmer 
was  commandeered  by  the  Boers,  lie  had 
no  option  but  to  obev.  Personally,  lie 
(Mr  Jooste)  entirely  agreed  with  the 
previous  speaker,  that  the  excessive, 
rigorous  enforcement  of  Martial  Law 
and  the  needless  ill-treatment  and 
cruelty  to  which  Africanders  had  been 
subjected  accounted  for  a  large  number 
of  the  rebels.  (Hear,  hear.) 


A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  the  people  of  Graaff-Reinet  and  the 
local  committee  for  the  cordial  welcome 
and  whole-hearted  hospitality  extended 
to  those  who  attended  the  Congress,  and 
the  call  for  three  cheers  for  them  was 
enthusiastically  honoured. 

To  the  various  speakers  the  meeting 
also  extended  cordial  thanks,  the  name 
of  Mrs  Cronwright-Schreiner  being  speci- 
ally mentioned. 

Then  came  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman,  Mr.  J.  N.  P.  de  Villiers, 
who  had  done  his  duty  ,<-o 
well.  The  vote,  it  is  needless  to  remark, 
was  carried  without  a  single  dissentient, 
and  three  hearty  cheers  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  De  Villiers  concluded  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Congress. 


On  June  20th,  the  first  party  of  dele- 
gates left  for  Great  Britain,  the  depu- 
tation consisting  of  the  Rev.  Professor 

De  Vos  (Stellenbosch),  R.  P.  Botha 
(Richmond).  D.  J.  de  Wet  'Prince 
Albert),  and  P.  clu  Plessis  (Cradock). 


J.  N.  P.  de 

Chairman. 

G.  SMITH. 
R.  W.  MOHR, 

Secretaries. 
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